'BY WILLIAM MURPHY

.william.marphy@newsday,cam

.Nassau County can now
send telephone warnings to all
its residents — or just

a targeted area of the
county —  about
storms or other emer- -
gencies, County Exec-
utive Thomas Suozzi

isaid yesterday.

.. “We can draw a cix-

;cle anywhere on a Nas-

sau County map and

warn people in the

-area,” Suozzi said at a
news conference with James
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Callahan, commissioner of the

icounty’s Office of Emergency
Management.

, Suozzi said the system has

been in place since Aug. 1, and
that local governments and

HURRECANE

water districts around the
county, including the cities of
Glen Cove and Long Beach,
have signed up to be a part of
the network so they can issue

localized recorded
warnings. *
To illustrate how

the system works,
Suozzi had it activated
during the news con-
ference to set off the
cell phones of report-
ers and television cam-
era Crews.

operates with soft-
ware and hardware purchased
from Swiftreach Networks, a
New Jersey firm, stores home
telephone numbers — includ-
ing unlisted numbers — and
cell phone numbers, Suozzi
said. He said the system Is en-

The system, which

crypted so the database can be
used only in the emergency-
alert system.

The system will cost the
county $168,000 this year and
$120,000 in subsequent years,
he said. Local governments
can utilize it at a cost of $4,200
annually, far less than -the
$20, OOO it would cost for their
own systems, he said.

The system has the tele-

phone numbms stored in four
dszerent Swiftreach locations
around the country, and has ac-
cess to several telephone, In-
ternet and satellite communi-
cations systems.

“We made sure it's as robust
as can be,” Callahan said, add-
ing that the system can be acti-
vated from a computer termi-
nal or from a telephone.

As a former mayor of Glen
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Cove, Suozzi said, he had re-
lied on people going around
with bullhorns, fire trucks and
police to alert people to emer-
gencies. “This 1s a much more
effective way to notify people
in a relatively short period of
time,” Suozzi said.
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Hurricanes can be slow to
develop, and warnings can go
out Well ahead of time, he
added, but some alerts should
be much quicker for things
like potentially tainted drink-
ing water, which occurred in
Glen Cove a few months ago.
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